Education in rheumatology for the primary care physician.
An international workshop considered rheumatological education of the primary care physician. All medical students need exposure to rheumatology. Emphasis should be on the musculoskeletal component and on the better defined diseases. During the postdoctoral years, principles of total health care need to be taught by well trained rheumatologists in tertiary care rheumatic disease units with comprehensive ambulatory care facilities. Continuing education of the generalist needs to be relevant to his professional competence. He needs to acquire and update the knowledge to manage common rheumatic diseases and to learn when to ask for help. General educational objectives are applicable to the field of rheumatology: cognitive skills bring knowledge of the scientific basis and clinical facts; motor skills--the ability to examine competently patients with rheumatic diseases; affective skills--the understanding of and capacity to deal with chronic illness.